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Welcome to the 2022 Kansas Legislative Session. This is the second year of the biennium, so 

bills and resolutions from the 2021 Session carry over to the 2022 Session. In addition, new bills 

may be introduced, continuing with the numbering from last session.  

For a review of common legislative terms, please refer to the “Common Legislative Terms” list 

on the www.KansasCounties.org website in the “Services” Tab under “Legislative,” or bookmark 

http://www.kansascounties.org/services/legislative/common-legislative-terms.pdf/view  

Summaries of all legislation passed during the 2021 session or special session can be found at 

www.kslegresearch.org under the Publications tab by searching the 2021 Summary of 

Legislation and 2021 Legislative Highlights.  There is a summary of the 2021 Special Session 

under the publications tab. You can also find helpful resources in the Legislative Briefing Book. 

Topics of interest covered in the 2020 Briefing Book include Elections and Ethics, Redistricting, 

State and Local Government, Taxation and Transportation, among others. 

What Happened This Week 

First, a big thank you to everyone that was able to come to Local Government Day here in 

Topeka this week. Local Government Day is a great opportunity for county officials to interact 

with legislators from across the state and get a chance to talk to each other in a more informal 

setting. 

The House Tax committee held hearings on food sales tax bills on January 25. HB 2484 would 

lower the state portion of the food sales tax to 0%. It is important to note that this would not make 

food sales tax exempt. That is an important exception because HB 2484 still allows counties to 

collect the county portion of the sales tax for food and food ingredients. It simply eliminates the 

state portion of that tax. HB 2487 is similar to HB 2484. The major difference between these two 

bills is that HB 2484 does not eliminate the state portion of the tax on food from restaurants, 

while HB 2487 does. Neither of these bills eliminates the local portion (city or county) of the sales 

tax. 

KAC testified against SB 325, which would create zoning requirements for wind and solar 

facilities and provide procedures to reverse approved zoning for wind and solar facilities. Given 

that only a little more than half of Kansas counties are zoned, statewide zoning standards on 

wind and solar facilities would eliminate any standards or moratoriums enacted locally. KAC is 

against this type of legislation.  

http://www.kansascounties.org/
http://www.kansascounties.org/services/legislative/common-legislative-terms.pdf/view
http://www.kslegresearch.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nJgzqMbqjRk
http://kslegislature.org/li/b2021_22/measures/hb2484/
http://kslegislature.org/li/b2021_22/measures/hb2487/
http://kslegislature.org/li/b2021_22/measures/sb325/
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KAC also submitted testimony on SB 324, which would establish a process for voiding or 

terminating easements and leases for wind and solar energy developments. SB 324 represents 

a misunderstanding of the role and function of the County Register of Deeds office. Fortunately, 

it does not appear that either SB 324 or SB 325 have much momentum in committee at this time. 

The Re-Districting Plan Ad Astra 2 was approved by the House, and now moves on to the 

Governor for signature. There was some controversy regarding this plan, as it splits Wyandotte 

County between the second and third Congressional districts, while moving the city of Lawrence 

from the second to the first Congressional District. The map also splits both Pawnee (first and 

fourth) and Jackson (first and second) Counties. The legislature has not yet worked on state 

maps for the House, Senate and School Board. 

What’s Coming Next Week 

The Senate Tax committee will take its turn with food sales tax bills as it considers SB 339 and 

SB 342. SB 339 is identical to HB 2484. SB 342 is identical to HB 2487. KAC will submit 

testimony on both bills. 

HB 2497 will hold hearings in the House Commerce, Labor and Economic Development 

Committee next week. While KAC will not be testifying, this is a bill that should be of interest to 

all counties, particularly the economic development arm of each county.  

It is likely that more bills will be added to the agenda and calendar over the next couple of weeks 

as deadlines approach. The deadline for individuals requesting new bills is January 31. The 

committee bill request deadline is February 7. Introduction deadlines are February 9 (individual) 

and February 11 (committee). Turnaround (the day non-exempt bills have to move from their 

house of origin) is February 24. Given the current pace of legislation, things will have to pick up 

quite a bit for many bills to make those deadlines. 

Additional Resources 

For daily information on things happening in the Legislature, follow @KansasCounties and 

@JayHallKS on Twitter. 

You can find information on the Kansas Legislature, such as daily calendars, audio links, and 

bill text at www.kslegislature.org.  

You can watch or listen to committee proceedings at: www.sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00287/ 

Harmony/en/View/Calendar/ or by following the Kansas Legislature on YouTube. 

2022 Legislative deadlines can be found at: 

http://kslegislature.org/li/documents/2022_calendar_deadline.pdf 

 

 

http://kslegislature.org/li/b2021_22/measures/sb324/
http://www.kslegresearch.org/KLRD-web/Publications/Redistricting/2022-Plans/M3_AdAstra_2-packet.pdf
http://kslegislature.org/li/b2021_22/measures/documents/sb339_00_0000.pdf
http://kslegislature.org/li/b2021_22/measures/documents/sb342_00_0000.pdf
http://kslegislature.org/li/b2021_22/measures/documents/hb2497_00_0000.pdf
http://www.kslegislature.org/
http://www.sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00287/Harmony/en/View/Calendar/
http://www.sg001-harmony.sliq.net/00287/Harmony/en/View/Calendar/
http://kslegislature.org/li/documents/2022_calendar_deadline.pdf

